
Academic Support  0:00   
What were your concerns? Or your hopes about studying? What did you think you 
would struggle with? And what did you think you'd really excel at? And how was 
that? 
 
Vince  0:10   
Yeah. And so I did economics, which is based on maths and business. A lot of 
economic modules and calculus and all sorts of maths. And my writing expertise 
wasn't really pushed during that.  We only really wrote about three to four essays, 
and probably five, during the whole of the three years, so I wasn't too sure about my 
writing coming to the course, and the type of cultural language I was using. So, I was 
kind of worried about that. And when I started, you know, my worry came true. And I 
had to learn how to write an essay again. I had to learn how to critique, potential, you 
know, arguments and how to develop an argument.  
 
Vince  0:52   
I remember my first essay, actually, my second essay was about grime music 
because grime music there isn't a lot of literature on. I was using tons of like 
newspaper schools, like Daily Mail and Guardian. And I just realised I got a bad mark 
for that. But what my critique about how I wrote the essay was that, you know, you 
can't use tons of newspaper articles to reference, because it, isn't academic. I just 
thought, you know, Harvard referencing surname year will be enough. But those are 
the basic kind of examples I'm talking about in terms of not knowing what to use or 
what to argue for, within writing. So, I've learned so much. I'm currently writing my 
last dissertation, we do two journals. I'm getting good feedback, so far, by it, but 
that's been the biggest challenge. It haven't been a challenge in terms of creating or 
experimenting, that's not been my challenge ...then, you know, quite daring with that 
to saythe least. 
 
Vince  1:51   
 I haven't had an official test for dyslexia. And I have some kind of inhibition, I might 
have it. And what that means, is that maybe you, you have a short attention span, or 
you find it hard to read for long hours. And that is me. So my writing took a while to 
kind of get used to but what I realised is that I was able to write well or write 
intensively for subjects, I was really interested. And so what I would say is for 
students that are coming in, and realising, wow, I have to write an essay again, just 
make sure you do two things; you choose the topic that you're really interested in, 
and just read like, things about critical thinking and how to write an essay and all 
them kind of self help books. Because that's what I did. Those are the two kinds of 
ways I did it and just reading and in general, actually. So, third way. Reading. People 
don't really realise wbut reading helps your writing in so many ways. But I didn't, like 
it wasn't like a simple equation for me, it was like, oh, wow, I'm getting better. I'm 
writing, from reading so much within the subject I'm studying. And people think art is 
you know, painting...all sorts of I don't know...drama, all sorts of that, you know, the 
basic creativity creative arts, but writing is a form of art. Poetry I guess is probably 
what you would associate with writing as an art.  But writing an essay is a form of 
artistic discipline. And so once you kind of put that in your head that it is artistic what 
you're doing and it's not late at night, Red Bulls in a library. Why am I doing this? 
Think of it as an artistic form and it will kind of help you on the journey. 
 


